December 17, 1952

Dr. P. J, Rysn
Departrent of Zoology
Columbia Univerasity
New York 27, Y.

Deay Pruncie:

The library here finslly disinterred ite oopy of the Journsl of the
Royanl Statistical 3ociety. Thank you for your offer {o send me yours;
1t will not be nscesewry after all. I must adiit that I am lef% only
with the conviction that the only method of wessuring rwtation rates
fe 4n the chemostat, barring an unwonted smount of work. I agres with
your conclusion that 44 4iv samewhat surprieing tiat the experimental
dietributiona of' mmbere of mutante agres with ithe idealized nodel ae
well =s thay do.

T connot make eny suggestionms on your nrojected pidenic to Nature anent
Grigp. It 48 olearly pu%, und mects ths 4snves. I sovetimes wonder at vwhat
preint one should ferbear from replying to irraiioncl congraversy. That
point has been pussed with Winshelweod, as far as T cun see-—~ there's no
discussion with hin on genersl vrénciplesz, asneainlly a”ter your last note
in JGM. ¥y own rescinticn 4s to $gnore hias nonsarres, thrurh there might
he aome vo'us in clesring up his om exnertriantal examrler. Y wae impressed
on re-reading Veler~Redottz 14fe of Pratawr.bov rroh tims he vented beating
dead herses!

What wes the 2rift of your remark or Doeton? T hiad %o anke a hurried trip,
flying in one dny, buck the nert, cr noma at 8)' and s~ verv sorry not to
have beer able to make sn occanfon to see you. It cecurred o Esther end
nyself that we know hardly anyone now living 5¢il) 4n New York — her folks,
the Rysne et el at Columbis, Zinder; Devia....

The genetic analyeis of phase variation gimme $5 de bcldi-g vp, though
the story ie net complete vet. Tre "setiveted lczue™ may 2 interrreated in
various ways-- for exsmple, {ts stabllity in e given slete ray 42nend on a
cycle from nucleus to cytoplasm to nucleus, s notion thet would bhrinp this
fairly close 4o Sonneborn's anthgane. All of this is purely hypothetical.
Perhapes more interesting, I was axmpedsed to find that i st loset one syetenm
the plague-forming ability of phaze could he almost ccrtpletely dastroyed
with scarcely sny Annairment of trensduction. Thiec ralzse the rossibility
of investigating the rotentizl trensdusing abilities of "*4:1cal"" phages
like T2. Tom seews 10 find Yife here rsasonnbly nlsa~ant-- as Fou sayy per-
hape thie 1c why vou'we heard less €rom hin,

S4nceraly,

Joshua Lederberg



